347.   LETTER TO SHAU&AT ALI

SABARMATT,
September 24, 1928

MY DEAR BROTHER,

Mahadev has just returned from Simla. Retells me you have
written in the papers that I sought by every means at my disposal
to keep Shuaib out from the Nehru Committee, I have not been
following the disputes between you and Dr. Ansari. I have read
and that cursorily only one of your letters to the Press, Hence my
missing the above titbit. Well, it is news to me that I tried to
keep Shuaib out. I do not even remember what I said about
him and others. All I know is that I never dreamt of keeping
Shuaib out of anything. I have too much regard for his honesty
and independence to wish to keep him out, And you ought to
know my nature, I never even keep out opponents and if I want
to, I say so. What led you to think that I wanted to keep Shuaib
out with a purpose?

If it is merely a matter of feeling, time alone coupled with
my own future conduct can cure you of the feeling.

Having heard the story from Mahadev, I thought I owed it
to you to set you right, if my word could do so,

I must confess that the only letter of yours to Dr, Ansari that
I read, I did not like at all. I thought it was so unnecessary. But
I did not feel it right to say anything to you about it, I know you
to be too good not to make amends if and when you see your error.
Even your errors make you lovable so long as I retain the opi-
nion which I do, that you are truthful and fear God. Why should
I worry over what I may hold to be your error, seeing that I err
often enough and need the indulgence of friends and foes alike?

With love,

Tours,

M, K. GANDHI
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